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Three nuns and a test for civil disobedience 

Antiwar protesters resigned to prison in Colorado case 

By Chryss Cada, Globe Correspondent, 5/27/2003 

DENVER - Three Catholic nuns facing prison time for an act of "civil resistance" and their supporters say 
the government is persecuting them in order to quiet the antiwar movement. 

"This is a dark time in our country, a time when there is only one truth in the government and very little 
tolerance for dissent," said Ardeth Platte, one of the nuns found guilty of sabotage for her actions at a 
Colorado missile silo in October. "We were speaking out against the crimes of our government and they 
intend to punish us for that." 

Early in the morning of Oct. 6, Platte, 66, Carol Gilbert, 55, and Jackie Marie Hudson, 68. cut through a 
fence in northeastern Colorado to gain access to a Minuteman III nuclear missile silo. Once inside, they 
pounded with household hammers on the silo's 110-ton concrete cover and also on the tracks that would carry 
the lid in the event of a launch. Using their own blood, they drew crosses on the silo and the tracks and then 
they prayed for world peace and sang hymns until they were arrested. 

"God was with us at the site," said Platte in a phone interview from her Baltimore home. "We were successful 
because we brought a nonviolent spirit to a place of evil." 

In addition to a "nonviolent spirit," the three nuns hoped their action would bring attention to the 49 nuclear¬ 
armed missiles in Colorado. Each has an explosive power of 300 kilotons, approximately 25 times the size of 
the Hiroshima bomb. 

Not only were the nuns arrested, they are now facing prison time after being found guilty of injury to. 
interference with, and obstruction of the national defense of the United States and $1,000 in injury to 
government property. Although these crimes, which fall under the heading of "sabotage." carry sentences of 
up to 30 years in prison, prosecutors say they will seek sentences of five to eight years. 

Although far from the maximum, those sentences would be stiff for what the nuns' supporters say amounts to 
a trespassing case. 

"What these sisters did is dissent from the government and challenge it," said Vcd Nanda, an international 
law specialist who testified at the trial. "The law seems to have come down very hard in this case. . . What 
the sisters did did not warrant such harsh treatment." 

The US Attorney's office that prosecuted the nuns says they aren't being overly punitive, just enforcing the 
law. 

"The defendants in this case have demonstrated a blatant disregard for the laws of the United States," US 
Attorney John W. Suthers said in a statement. "No other country on earth provides as many avenues for 
peaceful and lawful protest as does the United States. But the defendants insist on unlawfully entering onto 
highly sensitive government installations, damaging government property, and interfering with government 
operations." 

All three nuns have histories of what they call "civil resistance." Hudson is part of the Ground Zero Center for 
Nonviolent Action, a Washington state-based group that carries out civil disobedience actions to protest war. 
Platte and Gilbert are members of Jonah House in Baltimore. Cofounded in 1973 by a former Roman Catholic 













priest. Philip Berrigan, and his wife, Elizabeth McAlister, part of the mission of the Jonah House is 
antinuclear civil resistance. All three Dominican nuns belong to the Plowshares Movement, which adheres to 
the biblical directive to "beat swords into plowshares." 

In the governments sentencing statement, prosecutors listed the sisters' past crimes to substantiate the need 
for a stiff sentence. Included on the list is a 2000 incident at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs. 
After illegally entering the base, the nuns struck a parked Marine fighter jet with a hammer and poured their 
blood on its landing gear. Charges in that case were dropped. Sentencing is set for July 25. 

The\ have been prosecuted in the past for similar acts and sentenced to short periods of incarceration, which 
have not served as a deterrent," said Suthers in his statement. "It is our hope that this prosecution and 
conviction serves as a deterrent not only to these defendants, but to others inclined to bypass peaceful and 
lawful means of protest to commit similar crimes." 


Bill Salzman, a Colorado Springs-based peace activist who provided support for the nuns during their stay in 
Colorado, said the sentence is the government trying to silence a specific wing of the peace movement." 


"America shifted gears after 9/11. The government is in war mode, where it wants to crack down and make 
examples of people," he said. "They don't want Americans to look close to home. While they're pointing their 
fingers at the ’axis of evil,' they're not talking about all the weapons of mass destruction we have here at 
home." 

The nuns trial took place the first week in April, during the war in Iraq. Members of Plowshares and similar 
antiwar groups say they are acting under international law to prevent war crimes. 

There are several precedents that say that if a person thinks that international law is going to be violated, 
then it's his or her duty to act responsibly and try to stop that crime." said Nanda, who has written about such 
cases in his book "Nuclear Weapons and the World Court." 

The nuns say they answer to both international law and God's commandment, "Thou shall not kill." 

It is our duty to do what we can to stop the slaughter," said Gilbert. "These weapons were on high alert and 
they were pointed at thousands of innocent people." 

Platte likened it to a hostage situation. 

"If you know that someone has a gun to someone's head, you break down the door, grab the gun, do anything 
you can to stop that person - and you're a hero for stopping a crime." she said. "We cut a few links offence - 
and this gun is pointed at thousands of people's heads." 

But the jury saw the events of Oct. 6 differently. "I was very disappointed in our justice system - so much so 
that I hesitate to use the term justice, Gilbert said of the verdict. "Nothing we did interfered with national 
security." 

Nanda was surprised by the verdict and the stiff penalties the nuns are facing. 


"Since 9/11, we've been living in an atmosphere of fear and apprehension." he said. "Securilv is important, but 
when it outweighs everything else, all of democracy suffers." 

The sisters sat in a Colorado jail for seven months awaiting trial rather than sign personal recognizance bonds 
promising that they wouldn't commit any further crimes during wartime. But after the trial, they signed the 
bonds in order to say goodbye to loved ones and give away their belongings before their sentencing. 

"We are willing to go to prison if that is what we have to give for peace." Platte said. "We know that there are 
millions of others who share our dream and hope for a world without war." 


This story ran on page A3 of the Boston Globe on 5/27/2003. 
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Global Eye -- Devil’s Advocate 


By Chris Floyd 

Too little attention has been paid to a remarkable declaration by George W. Bush in his 
State of the Union address last January. In between great lardbuckcts of warmongering 
lies and vacuous preening, Bush also delivered this ringing passage: "We do not claim to 
know all the ways of Providence, yet we can trust in them, placing our confidence in the 
loving God behind all of life, and all of history." 

Dismissed at first as either a bit of overheated rhetorical trumpery' or else a slab of coded 
red meat thrown to his voracious "core constituency" on the hard Christian Right. Bush's 
declaration is in fact a powerful tool for understanding what otherwise seems to be the 
irredeemably chaotic nature of human reality. In essence, his masterful philosophy can be 
boiled down to this: "God did it." 

For example, last week Iraqis began unearthing a mass grave that could contain up to 
15,000 bodies of Shiites slaughtered during an uprising against Saddam Hussein in 1991. 

Some heretics might want to blame Saddam for this atrocity, or even assign partial blame 
to George H.W. Bush, who specifically called on these Shiites to rebel, then betrayed them, w 
permission to use his full military might against the rebels, while a vast American army stood by, motionless, in Kuwait. But now, thanks 
to Bush Junior's revelation of divine agency behind every single act in history, we know that neither ex-CIA asset Saddam nor his long¬ 
time supporter and sugar daddy Bush Senior were in any way responsible for those corpses moldering in the desert wastes. God did it. 

It s all so simple, isn t it? So blindingly clear, so infinitely comforting. Feel free to try' it at home. Take any situation you please and run it 
through the patented George W. Bush God Did It meat-grinder. You'll find a neat little patty of moral clarity on the other end. ready to fry 
up in a creamy sauce of red wine, onions, amnesia and self-absolution. 



Big event or private failing, it doesn't matter. That father who just slammed his infant's head into a wall? All part of God's plan - for 
verily, His loving hand is behind all of life and all of history. The Holocaust? Surely it goes it without saying that those 6 million Jews 
weren't killed by the Nazi regime, nor that any of the American financial elitists - such as the Bush Family - who made millions of 
dollars bankrolling Nazi enterprises while American soldiers were dying on the battlefield, were in any degree responsible for what 
seemed to be their own actions. No, you poor, misguided. Satan-deceived wretches - God did it. don't you sec? 

And the Sept. 11 attacks? Again, no true believer could ever hold Mohammed Atta or cx-CIA asset Osama bin Laden responsible - 
especially not for an act which, as many Bushist evangelicals now openly avow, was a blessing for America, because it greatly augmented 
the powers and popularity of the man the Lord Himself has appointed to lead the nation - yea. the world - to a new Promised Land of 
peace and prosperity. No: God killed those 3,000 innocent people. He burned them, He crushed them. He flung them out of windows 
hundreds of meters in the air. It was His loving hand, that same hand behind all of lire and all of history'. 

This divine principle applies equally to acts of omission, as well as commission. Consider Bush's "war on terror." It's true, the anthrax 
killer has not been caught. Osama bin Laden has not been caught (in fact, he's busier than ever). Mullah Omar has not been caught. 
Saddam Hussein has not been caught. It's true, Afghanistan has collapsed again into anarchy', rampant warlordism, fierce Islamic 
extremism, hopelessness, violence, despair. Its true, Iraq is collapsing into anarchy, incipient warlordism, fierce Islamic extremism, 
hopelessness, violence, despair. 

But none of this has anything to do with the staggering, criminal incompetence of the Bush Regime in gutting legitimate domestic security 
measures at home -- both before and after Sept. 11 - and launching mindless foreign adventures aimed largely at thrusting American 
military power into the world's oil regions, regardless of the consequences. No. it is without doubt the will of the loving God behind all of 
life and all of history. 


When - and if - He wants these miscreants to be caught, they will be caught. For now. He is quite 
content to let them roam the earth and murder more innocent people. When - and if - He wants to 
relieve the suffering of the Afghan and Iraqi peoples. He wall do it. 

For now, He is happy to watch children blow themselves to pieces with brightly colored cluster 
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51 T r1 S ZS to H jf faUhfuI servant ‘ Geor S c W. Bush, can do about any of this. He is not 
to blame God did it. We are all merely automatons, pushed hither and von by the all-encompassing 
wisdom of His totalitarian order. * b 


Yes, on the surface, this all sounds like the self-justifying moral onanism of a complacent, pampered, 
willfully ignorant upper-class twit — but it is actually one of the most profound and earth-scorching 
expressions of religious nihilism ever uttered by a public figure. Stepping far beyond Nietzsche, who 
merely asserted that God is dead. Bush's philosophy declares that God is a lust-maddened, child- 
devouring demon, glutted with the blood and bones of the innocent: the malevolent agent of every 
atrocity ever committed in "all of life and all of history." 

Does Jerry Falwell know about this? 
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'Will I be deported?' 


Neil Young, one-time counter-culture idol turned Reaaanite 
get him in trouble, he tells Adam Sweeting 


is fed up with George Bush. And his outspoken views might just 
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h!i?hTr a J'c P n in l WaS ' someb ° dy ® sk ? dtbe P res 'dent what he thought and he said, 'It's America, it's a free country, they can have their opinion 
but there s nothing we can do about it if nobody goes to their shows or plays their songs,"' Young growls. "But he's so out of touch that his 
advisers haven t toldI him that their record sales spiked upwards when that happened, and while the airplay went down the sales went up and 
their concerts all sold out. ^ 


In the mid-1980s, Young, the professional contrarian, endorsed Ronald Reagan. Today, he sounds more like the songwriter who exploded to 
stardom with counter-culture darlings Crosby, Stills and Nash. "It's a robust time, probably the most fertile time for the underground and for 
revolution since Nixon. I m not talking about political overthrow; I'm talking about just general cultural revolution. Bush has polarised the country 
and is creating this breeding ground for an opposition. In the next couple of months, they'll probably make it unpatriotic to be Democrat. It's pretty 


The Greendale songs don't confront particular issues as specifically as Young does in conversation, but they are steeped in the contrast 
between a society falling apart and a time when communities were built on neighbourliness and responsible citizenship. That wasn't quite the 
kind of upbringing Young experienced, since his parents separated when he was 13, but albums such as Old Ways and Harvest Moon 
espoused similar old-homestead values. 


During his live performances this week, Young used only acoustic guitar and a wheezy old organ, and filled in some background with a running 
narrative between songs. On disc, the music is played by Young and Crazy Horse, and is accompanied by a home-made movie. This will be 
bundled in with the album on DVD when it is released in August. 

Under his pseudonym Bernard Shakey, Young has dabbled in film-making for decades - but even his keenest fans found his previous movies, 
Journey Through the Past and Human Hiahwav. hard aoina. The film he has made to accomnanv Greendale is nrimitive and idinsv/noratir hut 
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